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By Master Chief Hospital Corpsman (SW/AW) Robert Coddington, Navy Medicine 
Operational Training Center Command Master Chief 



Those words, spoken the day 
after an attack on American 
soil 71 years ago, which 
claimed the lives of more 
than 2,400 Americans and 
wounded 1,100 more, sank 
four U.S. Navy battleships 
and damaged four more, 
sank three cruisers, three 
destroyers, one minelayer 
and damaged 188 aircraft, 
truly do register as a date 
that will stand the test of 
time. 




SAN DIEGO (Oct. 30, 2012) Hospital Corpsman 3rxi Class 
Nakeisha Gibson, a student in the advanced dental assistant 
program, talks with Command Master Chief J oe Coddington, 
from the Navy Medicine Operational Training Center. (U.S. 
Navy Photo by Bruce Cumrnins/ Released) 



The Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in the 
early morning hours of Dec. 
7, 1941, forever changed the 

face of the U.S. Military, propelled our great nation into a ^obal conflict that redefined the 
manner in which Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen and Marines engage in armed conflict over the 
course of several generations. 



As a Hospital Corpsman, 1 reflect on that day and think to those wearing the caducous while 
serving aboard ships. Those serving in hospitals that rapidly filled to capacity. Those working 
in makeshift triage areas hastily erected by those left standing after the surprise attack. 1 
know those corpsmen reacted in the manner our corpsmen do today - with an energy and 
willingness to put others' lives ahead of their own in defense of the country whose ideals they 
have sworn to uphold. 

Those corpsmen faced a daunting task as explosions rocked their vessels. They strug^ed to 
keep the ship afloat and provided lifesaving care for patients, some of whom were gravely 
wounded. These corpsmen were overwhelmed, but 1 also don't doubt they continued to do 
the job for which they had been trained - save the lives of their shipmates. 

Today, 71 years later, the role of the corpsman has continued to evolve, as our shipmates are 
actively engaged in combat operations in countries far from home, working alongside Army 
and Air Force counterparts in an environment markedly different yet surprisingly similar to 
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